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The Life and Scholarship of Tzu-kung ()
by
Meng Chgan-ming

Tuan-mu Szu (known as Tzu-kung) was born in Wei (Tziin-hsien, Ho-nan), in 520

B.C., during the Spring and Autumn period. He died between the age of sixty and
- geventy, but the date of his death is not recorded. He was a disciple of Confucius

(thirty one years younger than his master in age.) and a man of genius. The master
thought very highly of him and once compared him to the most precious receptacle
in the ritual ceremony.

The article “The Life and Scholarship of Tzu-kung” is divided into three parts:

1. Concerning his life and deeds: stating his political life, business life, and his
talent in debate and oratory. His respect for the living master, his perfect adherence to
the rites at the master’s death (dwelling in a hut by the grave and in mourning
for six years), his just criticism of the other disciples and his attitude toward
friendship and association are also disclosed, all designed to show his versatility
and individuality.

2. Concerning his thought and philosophy: his study, his behaviour, hlS political
attitude and his political thought (benevolent government) are discussed.

3. Concerning Tzu-kung and ancient classics: his study of ancient classics and his
discussion with the master of related subjects. Since he concentrated on the

" study of Rites, this aspect of his study is more intimately revealed.



